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This translation is for purposes of information only. The legally binding document is the German original (Prüfungs- und Studienordnung) 
Faculty of Theology: 

Following a decision made by the Council of the Theological Faculty from 24/06/2009 and a statement of the Senate from 12/08/2009, the Presidium of the Georg-August University Göttingen has approved the examination and study regulations for the doctoral programme in theology on 19.08.2009 (§ 44 para. 1 cl. 2 NHG in the version published on 26.02.2007, last amended by the Act of 18.06.2009 (Nds. GVBl. p. 280) § 9 para. 3 cl. 1; § 41 para. 2 cl. 2; § 37 para. 1 cl. 3 pt. 5 b) NHG and § 44 para. 1 cl. 3 NHG)). 

Examination and Study Regulations
for the Doctoral Programme in Theology
at the Georg-August University Göttingen
§ 1 The aim and purpose of the examination
1The doctoral programme enables students to develop a research project in a theological discipline and to work in a methodically controlled manner in the context of a dissertation, to present results in a correct manner, to integrate gained insights and further issues in the entire theological field. 2The programme thus qualifies students for independent, in-depth academic activity as theologian. 

§ 2 University degrees
The Georg-August University Göttingen confers the degree of Doctor of Theology (Dr. theol.) through the Theological Faculty. 

§ 3 Standard period of study; doctoral studies
(1) 1The standard period of study is six semesters, which can be extended by up to two semesters, if there is good cause. 2 In particular, good cause is given when
a. the work involves an amount of empirical work or work on documentary material which is significantly above average, 

b. there is a need to  acquire language skills pertinent to the dissertation. 

3A ruling on an extension of the standard period of study, if requested by the doctoral student, is made by the dean of studies following a statement made by the thesis committee. 

 (2) 1Where justified, part-time study is possible on application. 2In which case, the regulations governing part-time studies at the Georg-August University Göttingen in the current version apply. 

(3) 1Doctoral students are required to complete the doctoral programme of the theological faculty with 24 credits as apportioned by the list of modules (Appendix I). 2Proper study is also proven by evidenced participation in a structured doctoral programme of the Joint Graduate School of the Faculties of Humanities and Theology (GSGG). If achievements under cl. 1 cannot be rendered either through no fault of the doctoral student or because, in doing so, disproportionate severity would be entailed, the board of examiners can, on application, decide to waive the proof of individual achievements required for admission to the doctoral examination. 

4) 1Participation in the study programme assumes university matriculation. 2Successful completion of the achievement requirements will be certified as “passed". 3An appropriate certificate is issued after the necessary achievements have been completed and assessed; instead of a certificate an entry in the electronic examination management system may be made. 

(5) Proof of achievement is considered "failed" if the student does not participate or withdraws, without providing evidence of good cause. 
(6) 1Any attempts to influence the result of their own or other’s performance by cheating or by using unauthorised aids results in that achievement being considered as “failed”. 2 Anyone who is guilty of violating the proper conduct of an achievement may be excluded from its continuation. 3The proof of achievement will then be considered as "failed". 

 (7) Failed proofs of achievement may be repeated twice. 

 (8) A ruling to recognise achievements occurring outside the doctoral programme as achievements for the study programme is made by the board of examiners at the suggestion of the thesis committee. 

§ 4 Examinations
 (1) The degrees awarded under § 2 are conferred on the basis of a doctoral examination. 

(2) The doctoral examination consists of an academic treatise (dissertation) and an oral exam (disputation or viva). 

§ 5 Board of examiners
 (1) 1The board of examiners consists of three members of the university teaching staff, of which one should be a member of the board of the Joint Graduate School of Humanities and Theology Göttingen (GSGG), and a postdoctoral research assistant as well as, in an advisory capacity, a student in the doctoral programme. 2The board members are nominated for two years by the groups named in the theological faculty council, the student member for one year. 3The board of examiners selects the chair and deputies from the group of university teachers, according to the regulations governing procedure. 

(2) The board of examiners supports the dean of studies in matters concerning the doctorate and regularly informs the faculty council of completed and ongoing procedures. 

§ 6 Supervisory committee (thesis committee)
 (1) 1During the period of the doctoral procedure each doctoral student is provided with a supervisory committee (thesis/dissertation committee) comprising at least three members, of which at least two are examiners, whereby one is the main supervisor whose confirmation of academic supervision was submitted at enrolment.  2The other members are appointed by the dean of studies in agreement with the main supervisor, no later than six months after enrolment; the doctoral student has the right to make recommendations, but no legal right to demand a specific composition of the supervisory committee. At least one member of the supervisory committee must be a member of the university teaching staff. 4Researchers belonging to another university or research institution may also be members of the supervisory committee. 

(2) 1The supervisory committee supervises and supports the doctoral student. 2At regular intervals, but at least once a year, the student must make detailed report to the supervisory committee on the progress of the doctoral research. 

 (3) 1At the request of a member of the supervisory committee or of the doctoral student, the dean of studies can make changes in the composition of the supervisory committee; the doctoral student has the right to make recommendations, but no legal right to demand a specific composition of the supervisory committee. 2A change of main supervisor is only possible if there is good cause explaining why the supervision of the doctoral procedure can no longer be guaranteed, for example through persistent absence, or because a continuation of supervision is unreasonable due to a disrupted relationship of trust. 

§ 7 Non-availability of supervisor
(1) If the main dissertation supervisor is no longer a member of the faculty he or she may still supervise the dissertation to completion. 

 (2) If, due to health or other serious reasons, the main supervisor cannot continue supervision, the dean of studies will, in consultation with the doctoral student, appoint a successor. 
§ 8 Admission requirements for the doctoral examination
Admission to the doctoral examination requires that the candidate 

a) is still enrolled in the doctoral programme in theology, in accordance with the legal  requirements, since acceptance as doctoral student, 

b) has properly completed the doctoral programme in accordance with § 3 para. 3, and 

c) has independently produced a written academic treatise (dissertation) and also assured in writing that he or she is sole author, and has not made use of sources or resources other than those stated. 
§ 9 Application for admission to the doctoral examination
 (1) After completion of the dissertation a written application for admission to the doctoral examination and the initiation of the examination procedure should be submitted to the dean of studies at the Theological Faculty. 

(2) The application must include: 

a) at least four copies of the academic treatise (dissertation), 

b) indication of the academic degree to be awarded under § 2 and the names of examiners proposed by the doctoral student, 

c) proof of successful completion of doctoral studies, 

d) a statement that the dissertation has been produced independently and without any unauthorised aid, and has not already been submitted to another examination procedure, 

e) an official certificate of good conduct not older than three months and 

f) proof of proper enrolment. 

(3) 1After the application has been submitted and the formal requirements have been verified the dean of studies will adjudge admission to the doctoral examination. 2If all prerequisites are fulfilled, he or she will initiate the doctoral process and appoint a board of examiners in accordance with § 12. 3Admission to the doctoral examination gives the doctoral candidate the right of appraisal of his or her submitted academic treatise. 

(4) The candidate receives written notification of admission; in the event of rejection, this notification is accompanied with instructions on the right to appeal. 

(5) 1A withdrawal of the application is permitted unless the doctoral procedure has been ended due to the rejection of the dissertation, or the oral examination has begun. 2Where withdrawal is legitimate the attempt at the doctorate will be regarded as having not taken place.  

§ 10 Dissertation
(1) The topic of the dissertation is to be selected from the following six areas: Old Testament, New Testament, church history, systematic theology, practical theology, religious studies, or Jewish studies. 

2) The dissertation must be an independent academic achievement of the doctoral student. 

(3) 1Collaborative work can be recognised as independent academic achievements if the contributions of each individual doctoral student can be clearly differentiated and evaluated. 2Each contribution will be assessed separately as though each were a dissertation. 

(4) The dissertation can be written in German, English or Latin.  

§ 11 Publication before submission
Work that has already been published can be offered as a dissertation if so ruled by the supervisory committee. 

§ 12 Appraisal, board of examiners
(1) 1The dean of studies will appoint two appraisers for the dissertation; these being authorised examiners under § 13 and usually members of the supervisory committee. 2In exceptional cases, the dean will name further appraisers, especially in the case of interdisciplinary or cross-faculty work. 3 Only those persons who are members of a Protestant church can be appointed as first appraiser. 4The board of examiners may, in exceptional cases, permit a member of another (non-Protestant) church or religious denomination to be appointed as first appraiser, if that church or denomination is a member of the World Council of Churches and promotes, in particular, its ecumenical relationships through Protestant-theological research. 5In this case, at least two other appraisers will be appointed, who are members of a Protestant church. 

(2) 1The board of examiners is appointed by the dean of studies and comprises authorised examining members of the supervisory committee as well as 2other authorised examiners (if necessary) in addition to the appraisers stipulated under para. 1. 3The committee has at least three members. 4The dean of studies will appoint the first appraiser of the dissertation as the chair of the board of examiners. 

§ 13 Authorisation of examiners
(1) 1Authorised examiners are professors of institutions supporting this study programme, persons who are deemed to be at least of equal status due to a university appointment procedure or equivalent, as well as assistant professors. 2Professors who are either released from this duty or are retired, may only supervise to completion doctoral proceedings which have already begun. 3In justified exceptional cases, a member of another faculty or university or non-university research institution can be appointed as appraiser or examiner, provided that he or she holds at least a doctor’s degree. 

(2) One of the appraisers must be a tenured member of the university teaching staff in the theological faculty of the Georg-August-University Göttingen.  

§ 14 Acceptance or rejection of the dissertation
(1) Within a period of three months after the submission of the dissertation each appraiser shall evaluate the dissertation and recommend: 

a) dissertation acceptance, 

b) dissertation rejection or 

c) dissertation return for revision if otherwise rejection would be recommended. 

(2) If dissertation acceptance is recommended, then this is to be accompanied by a suggested grade. 

(3) If all the appraisers agree on dissertation acceptance or rejection, then the dissertation is accepted or rejected accordingly. 

(4) 1If the appraisers are not in agreement on dissertation acceptance or rejection then the board of examiners decides on the basis of a further appraisal. 2 The additional appraiser becomes a member of the board of examiners; the additional appraisal is to be treated in the same way as the appraisals already made. 
(5) 1 The board of examiners is to set a reasonable period for revision. 2If a dissertation returned for revision is not resubmitted within the stipulated period, it is rejected. 
(6) 1If the dissertation is rejected then a new application for admission to the doctoral examination is possible only one more time and not before a year has passed. 2 In this case a new or significantly improved dissertation must be submitted. 3Notification of the failed attempt must be given at resubmission. 4 If this dissertation is also rejected, then the doctoral examination is irrevocably failed. 
§ 15 Accessibility
(1) Upon receipt of the appraisals and recommendations under § 14 paras 1, 2 and 4, the dean of studies informs the authorised examining members of the theological faculty of the received opinions, and sets a deadline of at least five working days in the semester or ten working days outside the semester for a confidential inspection of the appraisals. 

 (2) 1If an authorised examining member of the faculty raises objections to the grades, then the dean of studies can appoint a further appraiser for the dissertation. 2Objections are to be made in writing. 

(3) The additional appraiser becomes a member of the board of examiners; the additional appraisal is to be treated in the same way as the appraisals already made.
§ 16 File copy
Once submitted, a copy of the dissertation with all appraisals remains in the faculty files. 

§ 17 Form of oral examination
 (1) The oral examination is conducted either as a disputation or as a viva, depending on the doctoral candidate’s preference. 

 (2) The examination is conducted in German or English. 

§ 18 Date of examination
1The dean of studies sets the date of examination following the final ruling on the acceptance of the dissertation. 2The oral examination shall not take place later than 16 weeks after admission to the doctoral examination. 3If the dissertation is returned for revision then this period is extended by the period of time given for revision. 

§ 19 Disputation
 (1) In the disputation of the dissertation, the doctoral candidate shall demonstrate that he or she has in-depth expert knowledge and can independently analyse academic problems, present and defend arguments. 

(2) 1The disputation consists of two parts. 2In the first part the doctoral candidate shall make a presentation lasting a maximum 20 minutes in which he or she explains the aims and results of his or her dissertation. 3In the second part of the disputation the candidate shall answer the examiners’ questions on the larger academic context in which the dissertation is set, on areas and methodological issues relating to the subject as a whole and to related fields. 

(3) 1The disputation lasts approximately 120 minutes. 2In the case of collaborative work under § 10 para. 3, a combined examination of approximately 240 minutes is possible. 

(4) The examination is conducted by the board of examiners. 

(5) 1 The disputation is open to all members of the university. 2The doctoral candidate may request that university members be excluded if there is good cause. 3The board of examiners rules whether to grant this request. 4The authorised examining members of the doctoral committee retain the right to be present at the disputation and take part in the board of examiners’ discussion concerning evaluation, even when other members of the university have been excluded.  
(6) A transcript is to be prepared of the disputation proceedings. 
§ 20 Viva
 (1) In the viva the doctoral candidate shall demonstrate thorough and interdisciplinary theological education and judgement. 

 (2) 1The examination covers three of the following disciplines: Old Testament, New Testament, systematic theology, church history, practical theology and religious studies; 2whereby the specialist field of the dissertation, as main subject, is examined for approximately 60 minutes, and two additional fields, of which one must be systematic theology and the other either the Old Testament or New Testament, as subsidiary subjects, for 30 minutes each. 

 (3) The viva lasts approximately 120 minutes. 

 (4) The examination is conducted by the board of examiners. 

 (5) 1Doctoral students who will themselves soon be taking the viva, may attend the examination if the candidate gives consent. 2The right does not extend to the discussion and announcement of the examination result. 

(6) A transcript is to be prepared of the oral examination proceedings. 

§ 21 Single grade and overall evaluation of the doctorate
(1) At the conclusion of the oral examination, the board of examiners decides whether or not  the overall examination is passed. 

(2) 1Grades for the individual appraisals for the dissertation and the oral examination can be granted as follows: 

summa cum laude 

(excellent) 
(0) 

magna cum laude 

(very good) 
(1) 

cum laude 


(good) 

(2) 

rite 



(pass) 

(3). 

2Each of these grades can be increased (with the exception of summa cum laude) or decreased (with the exception of the rite) by a value of 0.3. 

(3) The grade for the dissertation is produced by the arithmetic mean of the grades awarded by the individual appraisers: 

up to 0.50 

summa cum laude, 

up to 1.50 

magna cum laude, 

up to 2.50 

cum laude, 

up to 3.00 

rite
(4) 1The grade for the viva is produced by the weighted arithmetic mean of the grades of individual subjects examined. 2In the calculation the main subject is weighted by a factor of 2, the subsidiary subjects, each with a factor of 1. 3The overall grade is determined according to the classification in para. 3. 

(5) 1The overall grade is produced by the weighted arithmetic mean of the grade for the oral examination and grade for the dissertation; 2 whereby, in the calculation, the dissertation is weighted by a factor of 2, the oral examination by a factor of 1. 3The overall grade is according to the classification in para. 3. 

(6) 1The candidate is notified of the result of the doctoral examination immediately after determination. 2 On request, the candidate receives a certificate of the examination result; this must also make clear that the candidate may not use the doctoral title until the doctoral procedure is completed. 

§ 22 Failure, discontinuation, repeat of oral examination
(1) 1The oral examination is judged “failed” if the candidate demonstrates insufficient knowledge. 2If the candidate fails to appear or discontinues the examination, then the examination is judged “failed” unless there is good cause.  3The board of examiners must receive written and credible notification of the cause without delay.. 4If the examination is cancelled or missed due to illness then a medical certificate stating the probably duration of the illness (if this is not apparent) shall be submitted without delay.  5If the reasons are accepted, then a new date of examination is scheduled. 

(2) 1A failed oral examination can be repeated within one year at the request of the doctoral candidate. 2A second repeat is not possible; unsuccessful examinations in a theological doctoral procedure at other universities will be taken into account in the examination in the doctoral programme in theology at the Georg-August University. 3If failure of the examination is final, then the doctoral procedure is regarded as irrevocably failed. 

§ 23 Safeguards
(1) 1If the candidate can show credibly that he or she is not able to take all or some of the examinations in the designated form (e.g. due to prolonged or permanent physical disability) then he or she can perform the examinations within an extended period of time or equivalent examinations in another form.  2The original medical certificate must be presented. 3The presentation of a copy is not sufficient. 4Ruling is made by the board of examiners. 

 (2) 1In as far as the observation of deadlines for initial registration for examinations, repeats, reasons for missing examinations, the trial examination and revision are affected, the illness of the candidate and the illness of a close relative, where the candidate is sole carer, are deemed equivalent. 2Close relatives are children, parents, grandparents, spouses and partners.  
(3) 1Pregnant women may not take examinations or render academic achievement if a medical certificate states that in doing so the life or health of mother and child are at risk. 2Safeguard provisions in accordance with § § 3, 4, 6 and 8 of the Maternity Protection Act apply in other cases. 

(4) 1No disadvantages to the student shall arise by observing the provisions in para. 3. 2Fulfilment of the requirements stipulated in paras 1 to 3 should be evidenced by the appropriate documentation, such as medical certificates, birth certificates, certificates of the residents registration office, etc. 
§ 24 Publication of the dissertation
(1) The dissertation is to be published. 

(2) 1In publication, the doctoral candidate must take into consideration the appraisers’ requirements for changes in contents. 2The first appraiser must confirm on the appropriate form (Revisionsschein) that the work and the abstracts satisfy the formal requirements of publication according to para. 6. 
(3) In addition to a separate printed version, duplicated copies in DIN A 5 format or an electronic copy entered in the Internet archive of the SUB (Lower Saxony State and University Library) Göttingen satisfy the publication requirements. 

(4) The faculty council may permit other forms of publication. 

(5) 1The doctoral candidate must deposit at the faculty a specific number of copies (the number for each publication form being determined by the faculty council) of his or her dissertation (reference copies). 2These must be submitted within two years of passing the faculty’s oral examination. 3Failure to do so within this period of time will extinguish all those rights acquired through the examination.  4The dean of studies can extend the deadline for deposit, but only by one more year. 5To apply for this extension, the doctoral student must submit a well-founded formal request before the stipulated period expires. 

(6) 1Reference copies are to be provided with a cover page, whose front and back page shall conform to the example given in Appendix 2. 2At the conclusion of the dissertation a short CV/résumé of the doctoral student should be printed which gives information on the student’s education as well as date and place of birth, nationality and duration of study at each university in chronological order. 3The faculty may grant exemption from these requirements. 4They do not apply to copies of the work appearing in the book trade. 

(7) 1The fulfilment of the publication requirement can also be in the form of individual contributions in publications with an external peer appraisal process, in as far as the total publications reproduce the contents of the dissertation. 2This is confirmed in the appropriate form under para. 2  (Revisionsschein). 3The requirements of para. 6 shall apply accordingly. 

(8) If parts of the dissertation are published according to para. 7, but do not together reproduce the full content, then the requirements in paras 2 to 6 apply to those parts which are not yet published. 

§ 25 Execution of conferral of doctorate
(1) 1If the candidate has satisfied all due requirements in accordance with the regulations, in particular the deposition of references copies and abstracts in German and English, then the dean executes the conferral of the doctorate by handing over the examination certificate (Appendix 3) and the doctoral degree certificate (Appendix 4), each with an English translation on request. 2Before the dean and those members of the board of examiners who are present the doctoral candidate swears to “represent conscientiously the Christian truth according to the Gospel in his or her life and teachings”. 3The date of doctorate conferral is given by the date of passing the oral examination. 
(2) The title of Dr.theol. may not be used prior to the handing over of the doctoral degree certificate. 

§ 26 Inspection of examination records
In the period between the conclusion of the oral examination and the execution of the conferral of the doctoral degree, or within four weeks following a refusal or rejection of the dissertation or failure of the oral examination, the doctoral candidate may inspect the written appraisals and the examination transcripts in the dean’s office. 

§ 27 Cheating
(1) If the doctoral candidate has cheated in an examination to his, her or others advantage and this becomes known after the certificates have been handed over, then the faculty council  can correct accordingly the grades for those examinations in which the doctoral student has cheated, and can also declare the examination as wholly or partly failed.    

(2) The doctoral degree may also be withdrawn on legal grounds. 

§ 28 Conferral of honorary doctorates
(1) 1The honorary doctorate is awarded by the Faculty Council after a consensus of two thirds of the voting members (including two-thirds of the voting members of the university teaching staff). 2For this purpose the faculty council issues conduct regulations. 

(2) The honorary doctorate is awarded by the dean handing over the document. The academic achievements of the honorary doctorate are to be acknowledged in the document. 

§ 29 Requirements for a joint supervision procedure
(1) A doctoral procedure which is carried out jointly with a foreign university or faculty requires that
1. an agreement on the transnational supervision of this doctoral procedure has been concluded with the foreign university or faculty 

or 

an individual cooperation contract to conduct a double doctoral procedure has been concluded with the foreign university or faculty; 
2. admission to doctoral studies at both the University of Göttingen and at the foreign university or faculty was successful. 

(2) 1The dissertation can be submitted either to the University of Göttingen or to the foreign university or faculty, if so regulated in the details of the agreement according to para. 1 pt. 21.  3A dissertation which has already been submitted to a foreign university or faculty and been either accepted or rejected there cannot be resubmitted to the University of Göttingen. 4The agreement referred to in para. 1 pt. 51 shall ensure that a dissertation submitted to the University of Göttingen and accepted or rejected there, cannot be resubmitted to a foreign university or faculty. 

(3) 1§ 30 shall apply if the dissertation is submitted to the University of Göttingen. 2§ 31 shall apply if the dissertation is submitted to a foreign university or faculty. 

§ 30 Submission to the University of Göttingen
(1) If the dissertation is submitted to the University of Göttingen, then § 10 para. 4 applies. 

(2) 1During the doctoral procedure supervision is provided by one supervisor at the University of Göttingen and a university teacher at the foreign university or faculty. 2Supervision is carried out in compliance with the agreement under § 29 para. 1 pt. 1. 

(3) 1Notwithstanding § 12 (regulations concerning the composition of the board of examiners) the faculty conducting the doctoral procedure appoints, in agreement with the foreign university or faculty, a board of examiners comprising equal numbers of academics from both universities; details of the composition are to be regulated in the agreement under § 29 para. 1 pt. 1. 2Both dissertation supervisors are appointed as examiners. 

(4) 1If the dissertation has been accepted by the University of Göttingen, it will be forwarded to the foreign university or faculty for the approval of continuation of procedure. 2If the foreign university or faculty approves continuation of procedure then oral examination, under the requirements in §§ 17-20 (regulations concerning the conduct of the oral examination) takes place at the faculty of the University of Göttingen which is conducting procedure; requirements under §§ 17 – 20 may be waived in exceptional cases in accordance with the stipulations in the agreement under § 29 para. 1 pt. 1. 

(5) 1If the dissertation is accepted by the University of Göttingen but the approval for continuation of procedure is denied by the foreign university or faculty, then the joint procedure is ended. 2The doctoral procedure will then continue according to the general rules given in the regulations for the doctoral programme. 3A new board of examiners is to be appointed in accordance to § 12 (regulations concerning the appointment of the board of examiners) for the examination. 

§ 31 Submission to a foreign university or faculty
(1) 1 If the dissertation is submitted to a foreign university or faculty, then it is the foreign university or faculty, after appraisal of the dissertation, which rules on acceptance or on continuation of procedure, respectively. 2If the ruling is positive then the faculty conducting the doctoral procedure at the University of Göttingen rules under § 14 (regulations concerning the acceptance of the dissertation) on whether or not to accept the dissertation after taking into account all necessary appraisals including that of the supervisor at the University of Göttingen.  3The dean announces the result of the foreign university or faculty. 4In addition, he or she communicates the names of examiners to be appointed. 5The oral examination takes place at the foreign university or faculty. 
(2) 1If the dissertation is rejected by the University of Göttingen, then the joint procedure is ended. 2The rejected dissertation must not be resubmitted to the University of Göttingen. 3The regulations concerning the repeat of the doctoral procedure are not affected. 

(3) If the foreign university or faculty rejects the dissertation, then the joint procedure is ended.  
§ 32 Joint doctoral certificate
Upon successful completion of the doctorate under joint supervision with a foreign university or faculty, the doctoral degree certificate, signed by both universities, is awarded, which indicates that it is a doctorate for academic achievement awarded jointly by the participating universities. 

§ 33 Rulings, appeal
(1) 1Rejections and other negative administrative rulings, which have been made in accordance with the examination regulations, are to be given in writing and provided with advice on applicable legal redress, and made known to the student. 2 An appeal can be made against these rulings within one month of notification in so far as it concerns the evaluation of an examination ruling. 

(2) The board of examiners rules on the appeal in accordance with the procedure under para. 3, provided that the appeal has not been redressed. 

(3) 1If an appeal is made against an appraiser’s assessment then the doctoral committee directs the appeal to the person concerned for reassessment. 2If the appraiser modifies the assessment as requested, then the doctoral committee makes redress. 3Otherwise, it rechecks the assessment on the basis of the appraiser’s response, in particular, whether 

a) the appraisal process has been carried out properly, 

b) generally accepted assessment criteria have been respected, 

c) the appraisal is based on appropriate factual allegations throughout 

d) all maintainable and well-argued logically-reasoned solutions have been considered to be correct, 

e) the examiner has not allowed him or herself to be distracted by irrelevant considerations. 

4The same is true if the appeal is directed towards the assessments of more than one appraiser. 5In so far as concrete and substantiated objections to examination assessments and academic assessments exist, examinations are reassessed by other examiners, who up to that time have not been involved with the examination, or the examination is repeated in as far as there are grounds for concern that the first examiners are biased. 6Reassessment shall not lead to a deterioration of the examination assessment. 7The appeal shall be dealt with as quickly as possible. 

(4) 1The appeal must be submitted in writing or put on record at the place that issued the decision. 2 The deadline is observed by filing the appeal with the dean of studies of the theological faculty. 

(5) 1If the appeal is not upheld, a notification of the ruling is issued 2by the dean of studies of the theological faculty in the name of the board of examiners. 3Notification of the ruling is to be justified and to be provided and sent with advice on applicable legal redress.  

§ 34 Date of effect and transitional regulations
These regulations take effect on the day following publication in the official reports of the Georg-August University Göttingen. 
Appendix 1: Study programme

a. Module overview

Modules worth at least 24 credits in accordance with the following regulations must be completed successfully:

aa. The following three modules worth 18 credits must be completed successfully: 

P.Theo.010
“Doctoral colloquium I: Research methodology including the design and planning of a theological research work” (6 C / 2 contact hours)

P.Theo.020
“Doctoral colloquium II: Research reports, presentation and development of a theological research process” (6 C / 2 contact hours)

P.Theo.030
“Doctoral colloquium III: Research reports, presentation, analysis and integration of the most recent theological research” (6 C / 2 contact hours)

bb. At least one of the following modules worth 6 credits must be completed successfully:

P.Theo.041
“University teaching methodology: Design and implementation of a course in theology” (6 C / 2 contact hours)
P.Theo.042
“Key competence: Developing relevant philology” (6 C / 2 contact hours)
P.Theo.043
“Key competence: Academic organisation” (6 C / 2 contact hours)
cc. Appropriate modules offered by the Joint Graduate School of the Faculties of Humanities and Theology (GSGG) can be completed instead of modules P.Theo.041, 042 and 043.

b. Module descriptions

	Georg-August University in Göttingen

Doctoral programme in theology

P.Theo.010 “Doctoral Colloquium I: Research methodology including the design and planning of a theological research work”

	Learning outcomes and competences

Students will be able 
· to overview the relevant methods,

· to formulate relevant questions with regard to their own doctoral research,   

· to identify academic problems and develop possible solutions, 

· to find and apply suitable methods, 

· to discuss their plan with colleagues. 

and also 

· gain an in-depth understanding of each theological discipline and their fields of research. 
	Module scope

6 credits/

2 contact hours

Workload (hrs): 180

Attendance (hrs): 28

Self-study (hrs): 152



	Courses and examinations

Doctoral colloquium I (“Recent research”, “Doctoral colloquium”)

Proof of academic achievement: Lecture (approx. 30 minutes) and discussion (approx. 30 minutes)


	Hours

2 contact hours




	Options

Compulsory module
	Admission requirements

None

	Repeatability

Twice
	Applicability

Doctoral programme in theology 

	Frequency / semester

Every winter semester (1st year)
	Duration
1 or 2 semesters 

	Language

German or English (if necessary)
	Maximum number of students
10

	Responsible for module

Prof. Dr. Martin Rothgangel (dean of studies)


	Georg-August-University in Göttingen

Doctoral programme in theology

P.Theo.020 “Doctoral Colloquium II: Research report, presentation and development of a theological research process”

	Learning outcomes and competences

With regard to the context and progress of their research  students will be able 
· to present aspects of their research and discuss these with other doctoral students and teachers, 
· to develop and present their own thesis 

· to overview their field of research.

They gain in-depth and comprehensive knowledge 

· on the state of research in their field as well as in adjacent fields and beyond. 

and

· an in-depth and comprehensive understanding of their discipline and 

· a deeper theological discernment.
	Module scope

6 credits/

2 contact hours

Workload in hrs: 180

Attendance in hrs: 28

Self-study in hrs: 152



	Courses and examinations

Doctoral colloquium II (“Recent research”, “Doctoral colloquium”)

Proof of academic achievement: Lecture (approx. 30 minutes) and discussion on object of research (approx. 30 minutes)


	Single contact hours

2 contact hours




	Options

Compulsory module
	Admission requirements

None

	Repeatability

Twice
	Applicability

Doctoral programme in theology

	Frequency / semester

Every winter semester (2nd year)
	Duration
1 or 2 semesters 

	Language

German or English (if necessary)
	Maximum number of students
10

	Responsible for module

Prof. Dr. Martin Rothgangel (dean of studies)


	Georg-August-University in Göttingen

Doctoral programme in theology

P.Theo.030 “Doctoral colloquium III: Research report. Presentation, analysis and Integration of the most recent theological research”

	Learning outcomes and competences

With regard to (partial) results of their dissertation  students will be able 
· to present and account for own insights and research results in discussions with peers 

They acquire in-depth and comprehensive knowledge   

· on the state of research in their field as well as in adjacent fields and beyond. 

and

· an in-depth and comprehensive understanding of their discipline and 

· a deeper theological discernment.
	Module scope

6 credits/

2 contact hours

Workload in hrs: 180

Attendance in hrs: 28

Self-study in hrs: 152



	Courses and examinations

Doctoral Colloquium III ("Recent research", "Doctoral colloquium")

Proof of academic achievement: Evaluation session (classification of own project into field, lecture (approx. 30 minutes) with peer review approx. 30 minutes)


	Single contact hours 

2 contact hours




	Options

Compulsory module
	Admission requirements

None

	Repeatability

Twice
	Applicability

Doctoral programme in theology

	Frequency/ semester

Every winter semester (3rd year)
	Duration
1 or 2 semesters

	Language

German or English (if necessary)
	Maximum number of students
10

	Responsible for module

Prof. Dr. Martin Rothgangel (dean of studies)




	Georg-August-University in Göttingen

Doctoral programme in theology

P.Theo.041 “University teaching methodology: Design and implementation of a course in theology”

	Learning outcomes and competences. Reducing competently. 

Students will acquire knowledge on 

· the design and organisation of learning and teaching processes 

· the possibilities of evaluation/learning review 

With regard to and in accompaniment of their own practical experience in university teaching methodology students are able   

· to plan a well-thought out concept for a course independently,

· to plan and implement a course targeted at a specific group, 

· to review the learning progress of students and own teaching activities. 
	Module scope

6 credits/

2 contact hours

Workload in hrs: 180

Attendance in hrs: 28

Self-study in hrs: 152



	Courses and examinations

Seminar “University teaching methodology: Design, implementation and evaluation/ Intervision”

Proof of academic achievement: Teaching practice (approx. 45 Min.) including written preparation and follow-up (approx. 10 hours) 


	Single contact hours
2 contact hours




	Options

Elective module (alternative; see list of modules)
	Admission requirements

None

	Repeatability

Twice
	Applicability

Doctoral programme in theology

	Frequency / semester

Every winter semester
	Duration
1 semester

	Language

Germany or English (if necessary)
	Maximum number of students
10

	Responsible for module

Prof. Dr. Martin Rothgangel (dean of studies)


	Georg-August University in Göttingen

Doctoral programme in theology

P.Theo.042 “Key competence: Development of relevant philology”

	Learning outcomes and competences

In consultation with the first supervisor of the dissertation students take a language course to enable them to develop the object or context of their research in more depth. If students are already proficient in the relevant language then the course will transmit in-depth knowledge (e.g. in Hebrew poetry). Where a further language is involved, basic skills are sufficient.   

Students learn to translate texts, practise pronunciation and reading skills as well as translation and interpretation skills.   

If  new philology is involved (e.g. academic French) then training in communication skills (“speaking competence”) is added. 
	Module scope

6 credits/

2 contact hours

Workload in hrs: 180

Attendance in hrs: 28

Self-study in hrs: 152



	Courses and examinations

Language course in an old or new philology relevant to the research project. 

Proof of academic achievement: Final examination of language course 


	Single contact hours
2 contact hours




	Options

Elective module (alternative; see list of modules)
	Admission requirements

None

	Repeatability

Twice
	Applicability

Doctoral programme in theology

	Frequency / semester

Every semester
	Duration
1 semester

	Language

German, or English (if necessary)
	Maximum number of students
10

	Responsible for module

Prof. Dr. Martin Rothgangel (dean of studies)


	Georg-August University in Göttingen

Doctoral programme in theology

P.Theo.043 “Key competence: Academic organisation”

	Learning outcomes and competences

Students gain knowledge in the following areas, for example, 

· the institutional conditions of academic research, 

· the construction and structures of relevant organisation and
funding

     programmes for theological and humanities research (e.g.
     DFG, foundations), 

· the organisation and implementation of an academic congress. 

· basic possibilities of academic organisation. 

With regard to and in accompaniment of their own practical experience in research, students gain skills and basic knowledge, for example, in 

· the competent communication of (partial) research results before an academic (specialist) audience, 

· the authorship of an academic article, 

· the proper treatment of a theme in their special field for an academic conference 

· the formulation and implementation of research proposals. 


	Module scope

6 credits/

2 contact hours

Workload in hrs: 180

Attendance in hrs: 28

Self-study in hrs: 152



	Courses and examinations

Independent research work (writing and publication of an academic article, participation in an academic conference with a own contribution or draft of a research proposal) 

Proof of academic achievement: Independent research work (academic article, contribution to academic conference or research proposal) 


	Single contact hours
2 contact hours






	Options

Elective module (alternative; see list of modules)
	Admission requirements

None

	Repeatability

Twice
	Applicability

Doctoral programme in theology

	Frequency / semester

Every semester
	Duration
1 semester

	Language

German, or English (if necessary)
	Maximum number of students
10

	Responsible for module

Prof. Dr. Martin Rothgangel (dean of studies)
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